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2014 Martinborough

Vineyard Home Block Chardonnay,
Martinborough, A$42/NZ$40
Martinborough Vineyards have made a
string of wonderful chardonnays. This
concentrated, complex and richly
textured wine has intense tree fruit
and citrus with a seasoning of brioche,
toasted nut and bran biscuit. #
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2015 Vidal Legacy Chardonnay,

Hawkes Bay, NZ$59

Vidal's flagship chardonnay is a
seductive mix of ripe tree fruit,
savoury nut and bran flavours with

an appealing hint of struck match. The
wine’s ethereal texture is even more
impressive. Seriously good it will age
well but is irresistible now. 18
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2014 Escarpment Kupe Chardon-

nay, Martinborough, A$55/Nz$45
Bone-dry Burgundy-style chardonnay
with impressive purity and power.
Grapefruit, white flowers, white peach,
toasted nut, brioche and spicy oak
characters. The texture is peppery and
the finish long. Classy wine that
deserves its flagship status. ho
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2015 Crown Range Cellar Drowsy

Fish Riesling, Waipara Valley, NZ$49
The creaminess and seamless
integration of floral and citrus
flavours are instantly appealing in
this off-dry wine — sweetness and
acidity give it a pleasing tension. A
distinctive and appealing riesling in
a deliciously drinkable style. ] 6
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2015 Felton Road Bannockburn

Chardonnay, Central Otago, A$53/Nz$43
Regional and vineyard character are
clearly evident in this restrained

wine with underlying power. Mineral,
citrus and white peach with a hint

of nougat and cashew nut. Flavours
are supported by fruity acidity and
flattered by subtle classy oak. o
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2015 Greystone Sand Dollar

Pinot Gris, Waipara Valley, A$29/Nz$27
Complex and very appealing wine in

a true pinot gris style with plenty of
nutty yeast lees influence together
with pear and mineral flavours. Quite
a rich and moderately weighty wine
with an attractive touch of spice on
the finish. # 5
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2015 Tony Bish Skeetfield Vine-

yard Chardonnay, Hawkes Bay, NZ$54
This is the first release of a wine from
a man who has made many great
chardonnays at Sacred Hills. It's a rich,
fleshy chardonnay with intense peach
seasoned with nutty yeast lees and
spicy oak. Silken textured with power
and a lingering finish. 7
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2015 Astrolabe Sleepers

Vineyard Albarifio, Marlborough,
A$39/NZ$25

Delicately perfumed albarifio with
varietal flavours including lime, orange
zest, delicately chalky, mineral and
subtle apricot. It's a pretty wine with
appealing purity and evidence that the
variety is suited to Marlborough. is
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2015 Tony Bish Golden Egg

Chardonnay, Hawkes Bay, NZ$34
Fermented in an egg-shaped tank
which winemaker, Tony Bish, believes
promotes a deliciously creamy texture.
Peach, grapefruit and nutty yeast
character. Fruit-focused wine with
subtle oak. The first NZ release of a
chardy made in an egg fermenter. ] 6
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2013 Glasnevin Limited Release

Pinot Gris, Waipara Valley, Nz$27
Off-dry pinot gris with weight,
richness and moderately intense ripe
quince, poached pear and toasty,
spicy flavours. Impressive wine that
appears to have benefited from a
little bottle-age. It offers good value
at this price. bz
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2014 Bowen Estate Cabernet Sauvignon,
Coonawarra, A$34/NZ$33

The Bowen family recently opened cabernets
and shirazes from across their 40 years of
operation in Coonawarra. It was great to see
some of the older wines drinking so well:

their first, a 1975 shiraz cabernet blend simply
labelled “Claret”, was still deliciously alive; the
1996 cabernet sauvignon is just beginning to
hitits straps, after 20 years! With that in mind,

you could confidently cellar this superb value, KUPE
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refined young 2014 cabernet for just as long -
if not longer. MA

2011 Batista Pinot Noir, Warren Valley, A$50
From an extraordinary, single estate tucked
away in the back country of Pemberton, WA,
this wine is produced from less than a hectare
of pinot noir vines set amongst native forest
and farmlands. It's a deep, powerful, brooding
expression of pinot noir, showing pickled plum,
earth and savoury mahogany wood in perfume.
To taste it offers soft, dark fruits and spice,
with ribs of cedary tannin. The wine is aged for
long periods in oak and bottle before release,
and it should mature superbly over time. MB

2013 Sevenhill St ignatius, Clare Valley, A$45
This a penetrating red that speaks of its
Watervale terroir. It's a Bordeaux-style
melange of 45 per cent cabernet sauvignon,
27 per cent merlot, 15 per cent malbec and 13
per cent cabernet franc. Structure and poise
are its hallmarks with an intense bouquet of
dark berries, fresh mocha beans and over-
tones of warm earth and polished leather.
Rich and concentrated with flavours of dried
sour cherries and bitter chocolate, its fine
pumice-like tannins will ensure it will age
gracefully for decade or more. PB

2014 Escarpment Kupe Single Vineyard

Pinot Noir, Martinborough, A$85/Nz$85

2014 was an exceptional Martinborough
vintage. Escarpment and its winemaker, Larry
McKenna (aka Mr Pinot Noir) have produced
many exceptionally good examples of pinot
noir. Kupe is Escarpment’s flagship label. An
intense and complex wine with dark and dried
fruits interwoven with spices and flattered

by chocolate-like oak. As good as the wine is
now it promises to deliver much more in time.
Super-serious Martinborough pinot. BC

2010 Yalumba The Octavius Shiraz,

Barossa & Eden Valleys, A$112

The Octavius has gradually morphed over its
25-year history into a more elegant, less oaky,
less tannic style, with great balance and drink-
ability. The colour is still very youthful, deep
and purple-tinged, while the aromas remind
of cedar, sandalwood, spices and dark fruits,
charming and inviting. The palate is superbly
balanced as well as intense, concentrated
and long. It already drinks well, but will be

at its best from 2020 to 2035. Chapeau, Kevin
Glastonbury. HH

2013 Taltarni Cabernet Sauvignon,

Pyrenees, A$40

A classical, long-term Taltarni red with strength
and poise. Its pristine bouquet of cassis, vio-
lets, fresh cedar/vanilla oak and dusty notes
of dried herbs reveal suggestions of mint and
menthol plus a sweet underlying earthiness.
It's long and evenly paced, with pure flavours
of blackcurrants, dark plums and mulberries
knit with tight-grained cedar/chocolate oak
and framed by a fine, crunchy backbone.
Despite its obvious firmness, its superb
elegance and balance are readily apparent. JO
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